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CHAPTER VI,
- TRADE.

Tre remoteness of the district from any great trade-centre, the
distance either from the sea or from a railway, and the number and
size of the rivers by which the district is crossed -have been serious
hindrances to the development of trade.

At the beginning of British rule (1820) two lines of communication,
one from the malldd literally damp that is rice country about
Shikdrpur in Maisur and Shersia, “perhaps Sirsi in Kénara, to
Bijdpur, Sholdpur, and other large towns in the north, and a second
from the sea to the Nizdm’s territories passed through Bigalkot.
Nothing had been done to improve either route. Every ridge 200
feet high presented & rough pass hard to cross even for loaded
animals and impassable for wheels. The black-soil levels presented
no hindrance to traffic during fair weather. In the rains when the
fields were fenced and the tracks were confined to narrow lanes they
were generally impassable. Where the roads were well made and
well kept there was nothing in the south-west monsoon that could
prevent unbroken traffic throughout the year. In 1826, besides
the main lines of communication with other districts, Captain Clunes
notices a fair road of sixty-eight miles from Pandharpur to Bijspur
passing partly through a forest tract by’Séngli and Jath and the
Bijdpur towns of J4lih4l and Etingi! At present (1883) the district
has three provincial roads together about 172 miles long, and fifteen
local fund roads together about 380 miles long. Of the three
provincial roads the Sholdpur-Hubli road of 118 miles is the main
line of communication between the district market towns and the
Sholédpur railway station. The road stretches from the Bhima in
the north, through the two trade centres of Bijédpur (41 miles) and
Bégalkot (90 miles) to the Malprabha in the south.? The only
bridges on the road are a few slab drains some near Bijépur, a few
near Semikeri {92 miles), and a few near Kerur (102 miles) and
Govankop (113 miles). Of the five great rivers in this tract of
country, the Bhima is crossed by a river forry at Dhulkhed ; the Don
by a ford at Sévanhalli (52 miles); the Krishna by an ordinary ferry
at Kolhir (70 miles) and a ford at Baloti 84 miles south east of
Kolhdr which is generally passable before the close of December ;
the Ghatprabha is crossed at Anagvddi (86 miles) by an ordinary
ferry during the rains and by a ford generally after the beginning
of December ; and the Malprabha has an ordinary ferry and a ford
at Govankop (113 miles). As it is unmetalled, and has five great
unbridged river crossings, this road is fit for traffic only during the
hot weather when it is in fair order, and for part of the cold weather,

1 Clunes’ Itinerary, 67. ? The mileage is given south from the Bhima.
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generally from the end of November or so soon as the Krishnais  Chapter VI.
Tow enough to allow the road to be used. The road is repaired Trade.
yearly from provincial funds at a cost of abont £2000 (Rs. 20,000).
There is a small hill pass near Kerur (102 miles). The two other Roaps.

provincial roads are the Pansgaon-Bégalkot road and the Bijapur
road. The Pansgaon-Bigalkot road runs from the village of
Pansgaon in Mudhol thirty-five miles east to Bigalkot. The part
of the road from Kajidoni fifteen miles east to Bagalkot which lies
within British limits is fair and passable at all times. In this
portion the road is complete and all the streams have been provided
with arched bridges,~slab drains, or Irish bridges that 1s paved
crossings. The fifteen miles from Kajidoni to Pansgaon which pass
through the native states of Mudhol Rdmdurg and Torgal are also
being completed by those states. Itis a fair road during the dry
season, but is heavy during the rains as most of it passes through
black soil. This road goes to Belgaum and from Belgaum to
Vengurla on the Ratnégiri coast. The Bijdpur-Négaz road is
twenty-four miles long. It is unbridged and where it crosses black
soil is at times impassable. Other parts are hilly and rough. The
whole road is under the charge of the executive engineer but only
the fourteen miles through Bébdnagar, Bijargi, and Navraspur to
Bijspur lie within the district. This road leads to Satéra and
Ratnagiri.

Of the fifteen local fund roads the two most important -are the
Bégalkot-Hungund road and--the Sholdpur-Belari road, The
Bégalkot-Hungund road is twenty-seven miles long, and, except
the portion from Amingad to Hungund, which passes through
black soil and is generally impassable during the rains, is at all
times passable. The Malprabha is crossed at Kamatgi fifteen miles
south-east of B4galkot by a leather basket boat, and by a good
ford which can be used in November or earlier. The Sholdpur-
Beldri road, 106 miles, passes through the towns of Indi, Hipargi,
Mudebihdl, Hungund, and Ilkal. It was originally intended to be
a military trunk road to Belri, but, except a few small drains here
and there, no attempt has been made to complete the road. The
Krishna is crossed between the villages of Tangadgi in the north
and Dhanur in the south by a basket ferry boat and a fairly good

__ford usually passable by mid-January. The other roads are from
Indi nineteen miles east to Almela, from Indi twenty-eight miles
west to Siradon, from Bijdpur thirty miles north-east to Indi, from
Bijépur thirty-five miles east to Sindgi, from Sindgi twelve miles
north to Almela, from Mangoli by Bégevadi nineteen miles south-east
to Huvin-Hipargi, from Bigevédi twenty-nine miles south-west to
Kolhar, from Muddebib4l fifteen miles north-east to Télikoti, from
Hipargi thirty miles south-east to T4likoti, from Muddebihél nine miles
west to Kidlgi, from Guledgud five miles north to Sirur, from Bddami
thirteen miles north to Govankop, and from Kalddgi 74 miles west to
the Mudhol frontier. These roads like the Sholdpur-Beldri road are
used only in the fair weather. During the rains wherever the soil
is black they become impassable. Except a few small drains on the
Sholspur-Belari and Mangoli-Huvin-Hipargi roads these roads are
without drains or bridges. All of them are not even regularly
repaired. ‘
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Of the three systems of railways, the East Deccan or Hotgi-
Gadag, the South Deccan or Beldri-Marmagaon, and the West
Deccan or Poona-Louda railways which are being introduced into the
Bombay Karndtak, the Bast Deccan or Hotgi-Gadag alone directly
affects Bijdpur. The line was begun as a famine relief work in
April 1879, it was again started by Government in November
1881, and was handed over to the railway company on the st of
October 1882, The length of line within Bijipur limits is about 123
miles, and the general direction is a little west of south. The line

“enters the district on the north from Akalkot territory at the Bhima

river, seventeen miles south-east of Hotgi junction! At the crossing
the banks of the Bhima are well marked, the north bank being
completely and the south bank being nearly above high flood level,
which is 474 feet above low water level. To the south of the
Bhima the country rises rapidly and high ridges occur within half
a mile of the river bank. The line skirts the base of one of these
ridges and rises steadily till it -reaches the small valley in which
lies the village of Liachyan which, as water is plentiful and gradi-
ents are favourable, has been chosen as the site of Lachyan
station, twenty-one miles south of Hotgi junction. After leaving
this valley toe line turns south to a flat even ridge to which
it keeps till it draws near the village of Chorgi. On this ridge six
miles south of Lachyan is the Indi Road station. The murum
or broken trap metalled road joining Indi and Halsangi crosses
the line close to the station. From Chorgi to Nimbal the
country is undulating with a steady rise southward. The cuttings
on this length are hard but neither deep nor long. The Nimbal
station is on the east bank of the Nimbal stream. From the
Nimbal the line is carried on a mnarrow hard ridge rising one in
100 for about 34 miles, till the summit level is reached a little to the
west of the village of Katankira. This is the highest point between
the Bhima and Bijdpur. From the Bhima to this point has been
an almost continuous rise. "Hence the line passes on to Minchnal
station. About the fifty-third mile the line gets on a straight
flat hard murum ridge to which it keeps up to the Bijapur
station, close to the east of Bijdpur town. South of Bijdpur the
line is carried along the high ground west of the Bijdpur-Kaladgi
road, and passing Jumnal station reaches the Don river at seventy-
one miles, South of the Don the line is carried as directly as
possible to the ridge on the east of Mulvad, where there is a station
743 miles, From Mulvad the line passes along a ridge to Telgi
station. From Telgi the fall into the Telgi valley is gentle and
the line leaves the ridge and runs to Alimatti station. The great
difficulty in the section hetween the Don river and Mulvad is the
want of drinking water. At a point three or four miles north of the
Krishna the geological formation of the country changes. Through
the ninety-five miles from Hotgi the rock has been trap. From a
little to the north of the Krishna large boulders of whitish gray
granite or gneiss crop up in great numbers, and between the Krishna
and the Malprabha splendid building stone granite, gneiss, sand-

1 All mileages are given from Hotgi junction,
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stone, quartzite, clayslate, and laminated limestone is always
obtainable. The Krishna floods rise about fifty-two feet and there
is a considerable spill. South of the Krishna the line crosses a
small range of quartzite hills whose somewhat broken northern face
gives a little heavy work. The southerly slope is easy, the line
falls into the cultivated valley of the Ghatprabha, and, passing
through the gorge cut by the river, reaches Bégalkot, about
fifteen miles east of Kalddgi. South of Bégalkot, the line rises
steadily over a rich black soil country for four or five miles
. till it enters the low hills near Nirlighi and reaches Katgeri station
at 123} miles. From Katgeri the line passes south without any
great difficulties to BAddmi station 1314 miles, and crossing the hills
north of the Malprabha near the village of Lukmépur, descends
with gradients of one in 100 to the Malprabha which it crosses and
enters Dhérwir at about 140 miles. South of Bijapur the country
is richer than to the north, and from Bijspur to Mulvad it is highly
tilled especially in the Don valley and the tract from Telgi to the
Krishna. Between the Krishna and the Malprabha the bare
undulating trap plain turns into & country of wide valleys between
low wooded hills. The ruling gradient of the line is one in 100
and the limiting curve is 1300 feet radius. The minor bridging
is inexpensive; but there are four large bridges, on the Bhima,
Krishna, Malprabha, and Don; the Bhima bridge (17 miles) has
fourteen spans of 150 foot girders, estimated to cost £80,700
(Rs. 8,07,000), the Krishna bridge (98 miles) has twenty-one
spans of 150 foot girder openings, estimated to cost £96,000
(Rs.9,60,000), the Malprabha bridge (143 miles) has twelve spans
of 100 foot girders, estimated to cost £36,900 (Rs. 8,69,000), and
the Don bridge (72 miles) has eight spans cf 100 foot girders,
estimated to cost £29,500 (Rs. 2,95,000). The stations are all third
class, They are Lachyan 21 miles, Indi Road 27, Nimbal 35,
Minchal 47, Bijdpur 58, Jumnal 67, Mulvad 74, Yelgi 86, Alimatti
96, Bagalkot 115, Katgeri- 123, and B4d4mi 131 miles. The 173
miles of the East-Deccan railway are estimated to cost £1,254,773
(Rs. 12,547,730) or about £7300 (Rs. 73,000) a mile, representing
for the 123 miles within Bijdpur limits an outlay of about £909,000
(Rs. 90 lakhs).

Of tho eight toll bars three are on the Sholdpur-Hubli road at
Agasnal Zalki and Kerur, two are on the Bégalkot-Pansgaon road
.at Gadankeri and Kajidoni, and three are on the Sholipur-Bel4ri
road at Budih4l Tdmbe and Muddebihdl. In 1883 the toll revenue
amounted to #£1186 (Rs. 11,860). The details are: £180 at
Agasnal, £110 at Zalki, £260 at Kerur, £335 at Gadankeri, £204 at
Kajidoni, £73 at Budibdl, £64 at Tdmbe, and £10 at Muddebihal.

There are forty-three ferries in the district, of which twenty-one
are over the Krishna river one at Kolhdr, two at Korti, and one
each at Nainegali, Gulbal, Sutgundér, Mundagnur, Rolli, Budih4l,
Isldémpur, Marol, Dhanur, Chimalgi, Baluti, Ningadhali, Tangadgi,
Rakosgi, Budih4l, Sultdnpur, Madri and Kalgi; twelve are over the
Malprabha at Govankop, Tolachgad, Soyedgundi, Patadkal, Sul,
Bennur, Kapilasangam, Ganjihdl, Chikmagi, Kamatgi, R4mthal, and
Hebli; fiveareover the Bhima at Dhulkhed, Padnur, Umréni, Margur,
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and Devangaon ; and five are over the Ghatprabha, at Anagvddi,
Bagalkot, Mugalhali, Kalddgi, and Kundargi. Of the forty-three
ferries the one at Korti has an iron boat, the eight at Anagvadi,
Dhulkhed, Govankop, Kolhdr, Margur, Devangaon, Padnur, and
Umréni have wooden boats, and the remaining thirty-four have
basket boats. The iron boat at Korti is twenty-nine feet long,
eleven broad, and four high, and cost £220 (Rs. 2200). Of the
eight wooden boats one at Korti on the Krishna, one at Anagvadi
on the - Ghatprabha, and one at Govankop on the Malprabha were
built at Belgaum by public works carpenters. The remaining five,
at Dhulkhed, Margur, Padnur, Devangaon, and Urmréni, on the
Bhima, which belong to private persons, were brought irom
Pandharpur. The wooden boats are thirty-one to thirty-four feet
long, nine to eleven feet broad, and four to five and half feet high
and can carry four tons of goods (12 khandis). The cost of these
boats varies from £50 to £200 (Rs.500-2000). They are furnished
‘with wooden oars and are without masts or sails. The number of
the crew, all of whom are generally Ambikars or river fishermen,
is six to row the boat and one to steer. The three wooder boats
at Anagv4di, Kolh4r, and Govankop are yearly repaired at the cost
of local funds under the supervision of the sub-divisional officer.
The remaining four are yearly repaired before the rains set in by
the contractors to whom the ferries over which they ply are farmed.
The basket boats or tokras, of which there are thirty-two, are
generally about twenty feet in circumference and two and a half feet
deep and carry about 24 tons (7 khandis). Ambikar Kolis make the
basket work by twisting together segarkanti or hebbi Adalia
nereifolia, and Méngs cover them with leather. A basket boat costs
£4 to £10 (Rs.40-100). Bach basket boat has four oars or paddles
and a crew of four. They are yearly repaired by the contractors before
the south-west rains set in, and can carry 1} to 24 tons (5-7 khandss).
All the ferries in the district belong to Government and are farmed
from year to year.! Besides gifts or cherimeris from passengers
the crew receive 8s. to 12s. (Rs.4-6) a month. They have no
headman and all draw the same pay. The boats ply during the
rains and make two to six trips a day. In the fair season when
there is no ferrying the Ambikars work during the harvest as field
labourers and after the harvest as day labourers. There are no
fishing boats and no trading vessels or steam-boats. In 1882 the
ferry revenue amounted to £516 (Rs. 5160).

There is one traveller’s bungalow at Xalddgi, and two Collector’s
bungalows at Bigalkot and at Hippargi twenty-four miles east of
Bijdpur. Travellers are rare and except at the city of Bijdpur the
want of travellers’ bungalows is not much felt. The district is well
supplied with native rest-houses or dharmshdlds. All the leading
roads and towns have rest-houses at every twelve to fifteen miles.

Bijdpur forms part of the Southern Mardtha or Bombay Karngtak
postal division. It contains thirty post offices, of which two are
head offices, fifteen sub-offices, and thirteen village offices. Of the

! Fifty years ago private persons used to ply boats on the different ferries employ-
ing as many of a crew as they liked. Some of the ferry owners conveyed passengers
frec of charge, These free hoats were called charity boats or dharma ndv.
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two head offices, one at- Kalddgi, which is also the chief disbursing
- office, is in charge of a postmaster who draws a yearly salary of
£108 (Rs. 1080). The other head office at Bijdpur is in charge of
a postmaster who,draws a yearly salary of £60 (Rs. 600). The
fifteen sub-offices at Almati, B4d4mi, Bdgalkot, Bigevédi, Bilgi,
" Guledgud, Hippargi, Horti, Hungund, Iikal, Indi, Kolhdr, Mudde-
bih4l, Sindgi, and Talikoti are in charge of sub-postmasters,
drawing £12 to £48 (Rs. 120-480) a year. Of the thirteen village
post offices at Almel, Amingad, Chadchan, Gajendragad, Halsangi,
Kamatgi, Kerur, Mamd4pur, Mangoli, Mulvad, Nidgundi, Savalgi,
and Ukli, three are in charge of village postmasters each drawing a
yearly salary of £12 (Rs. 120), and the remaining ten are in charge of
village schoolmasters, who, in addition to their pay as schoolmasters,
receive yearly allowances varying from £3 12s. to £6 (Rs.36-60).
In towns and villages, which have post offices, letters are delivered
by fourteen postmen who draw yearly salaries varying from £9 12s.
to £12 (Rs. 96-120). In some of these villages, besides by the
fourteen postmen, letters are delivered by postal runmers who are
yearly paid 12s. to £2 8s. (Rs.6-24) for this additional work. In
villages, which are without post offices, letters are delivered by
thirty-one village postmen. Of these thirty-one, six are paid from
the Tmperial post, three at £12 (Rs. 120) a year and the other three
at £10 16s. (Rs.108) a year; and twenty-five are paid from the
provincial post, fifteen at £12 (Rs.120) a year and the remaining
ten at £10 165, (Rs. 108) a year. Except at all the village offices
and three sub-offices at Hippargi Horti and Kolhdr, where money
orders only are issued, money orders are issued and savings banked
at all the thirty post-offices of the district. Mails to and from
Bombay are carried by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway to
Sholépur, and from Sholdpur to Bijépur by postal runners. The

post offices are supervised by the superintendent of post offices,

Bombay Karndtak division, who has a-yearly salary of £240
(Rs. 2400) and whose head-quarters are at Belgaum. The superin-
tendent is assisted in Kalddgi by an inspector who draws £96
(Rs. 960) a year and whose head-quarters are at Bégevédi.

There is one Government telegraph office in the city of Bijipur.

1The leading traders of the district are Lingdyats, Brdhmans,
Gujdrdt and Mérwdr Vénis, Komtis, Hatkdrs, Shimpis, Panchils,
Koshtis, Nilgars, Musalméns, and a few Christians. Of a total of
about 1600, about 1400 have capitals varying from £500 to £30,000
(Rs. 5000-Rs. 8,00,000). Most of them are independent fraders;
a few trade on borrowed capital, and a few areagents of Bombay,
Sholdpur, Poona, and Mérwér merchants. :

_ In1880 Mr. Silcock wrote, the condition and prospectsof the district
though much brighter than they have been since the 1876-77 famine,
still compare somewhat unfavourably with those of the ten or
fifteen years before the famine. In a district whose wealth consisted
almost wholly of grain, with little trade and consequently
comparatively little money in circulation, the effects of the famine were

1Trade and Craft details are compiled from materials su plied by Mr, H, F.
Silcock, C.S., and R4v Ssheb Nérdyan Chintdman Soman, M4 atdar, )
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more widely and acutely felt than would have happened in a district
carrying on a brisk export and import trade. As before the famine
the district depended for supplies almost wholly on its internal
resources, its trade was greatly disorganised when the famine forced
the people to look abroad for supplies. This put a stop to the
import of cloth and other articles which made up the main import
trade of the country. Alwaysa grain exporting country the capitalists
could not at first be brought to see the advisability of diverting
their capital from the old beaten track to import grain. They
knew little or nothing of the markets where grain was to be
bought, and at first were content  to go on in their old way,
hoarding money and importing cloth, sugar, and silk. The
impossibility of disposing of their usnal imports soon bronght them
round and they largely embarked in what to them was a comparatively
new business. In this way by enlarging the ideas of the trading classes
and by extending their commercial transactions into channels before
untouched, the late famine has to some extent been the cause of an
improvement in the general trade of the district. Before the famine
the possession of capital was widespread. Landholders with good
crops and with their savings from the American war period of high
prices (1862-65) were fairly comfortable. They had money and were
independent of the lender and had plenty of grain. Want of commu-
nications and distance from the railway kept down the prices of all
necessaries, so that if no large fortunes were made neither were any
great losses sustained. The labourers also partook of the general
prosperity, if prosperity it can be called when the people had enough
for their wants but could indulge in few luxuries. This state of
things has been changed by the famine. Capital has been centered
in the hands of a few, the great body of the landholders have
become deeply involved, and many have sunk to the position of
field labourers, though these were chiefly men who, without any capital
behind them, had been able to gebt possesion of a field or two, and,
by working with their richer neighbours during the greater part of
the year, used to obtain from them assistance in sowing their land.
Of nineteen trade centres, beginning from the north, three are
in Indi, five in Sindgi, one in Bijdpur, three in Muddebih4l, one in
Bégalkot, four in B4d4mi, and two in Hungund. There is no trade
centre in Bigevddi, The three trade centres in Indi, Chadchan,
Indi and Témbe, have together about 300 traders mostly Lingdyats,
Jains, Gujarat Vénis, and Rangdris, with capitals of £500 to £20,000
(Rs. 5000- Rs. 2,00,000). The traders are well-to-do and influential
and almost all independent. All purchases and sales are made direct
without the agency of brokers. The chief imports are cloth from
Athni, Bigalkot, Hubli, Shdhipur, and Sholédpur; rice from Athni,
Pandharpur, and Sholdpur; groceries from Athni, Dhundsi, Pandhar-
pur, and Sholdpur ; and cocoanuts from Dhundsi. The chief exports
are judri, bdjri, wheat, gram, and linseed to Athni, Pandharpur, and
Sholdpur. The trade of Sindgiis comparatively small. The five
trade centres, Almel, Hippargi, Kalkeri, Moratgi, and Sindgi, have
about fifty traders, mostly Lingdyats, with capitals varying from
£5 to £250 (Rs.50-2500). The traders are fairly off and mostly
independent. The chief imports arecholis or bodices from Guledgnd,
and English cloth, headscarves, turbans, cotton yarn, silk, rice, salt,
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chillies, groceries, iron; glassware, and stationery from Athni and
Sholdpur. The chief exports are wheat, gram, linseed, and cotton
to Sholdpur. Bijépur is the only trade centre in the Bijdpur
sub-division. It has about 250 traders, mostly Gujarat and Marwdr
Vénis, Cutch Bhétias, Lingdyats, Brahmans, Marsathés, Musalméns,
and Bohords, with capitals varying from £100 to £30,000
(Rs.1000- Rs.3,00,000). Of the 250 traders not more than half a dozen
have capitals of more than £1000 (Rs.10,000), and only two have more
than £10,000 (Rs. 1,00,000). Except about ten who are agents for
Bombay merchants, the traders are independent. They are well-to-
do and have considerable influence especially among their own caste
people. Three of the traders are municipal commissioners and one
is a member of the sub-divisional local fund committee. The chief
imports are Manchester cloth, irom, hardware, glassware, and
stationery from Bombay ; hand-made cloth from Bégalkot, Govan-
kop, Guledgud, and Ilkal in Kalidgi, from Hubli in Dhérwir, from
Rabkavi and Shéhgpur in the Séngli State, and from Jamkhandi,
Poona, N4gpur, Bel4ri, and Bangalur ; and salf, chillies, groceries,
and cocoanuts from Athni, Belgaum, and Sholdpur. The chief
export is cotton which the Gujardt and Mérwdr Vénis and the
Cutch Bhéti4s mostly send to Athni, Sholépur, and Bombay. In
1881 and 1882 the area under cotton greatly rose and the
export of cotton greatly increased; in 1883 there was a decrease
owing to untimely rainfall. Besides at Bijépur, in the villages of
Bébleshvar, Mundépur, Nagthén, Sé4rvéd, and Shivangi, husbandmen
sell cotton and grain to petty dealers who go from villege to village.
The three trade centres in Muddebih4l, Muddebibél, Nalatvdd, and
T4likoti, have sixty traders, mostly Lingdyats, Gujarat and Mérwér
Vénis, Komtis, P4nchdls, Shimpis, Jainbogirs, Sondrs, and
Musalméns. Their capital varies. from £500 to £20,000 (Rs. 5000 -
Rs. 2,00,000). The Ling4yat, Gujardt, and Marwar Véni traders,
who form about three-fourths of the whole, are well-to-do, and trade
independently, partly on their own and partly on borrowed capital.
The imports, which are generally bought through brokers who are
paid one per cent brokerage, come from Athni and Belgaum in
Belgaum, from Gadag and Hubli in Dhérwar, and from Bombay
and Sholspur. They are chiefly Manchester and Bombay
machine-made and Dhérwér hand-woven cloth, rice, molasses,
sugar, groceries, salt, metals, and glassware. The chief exports
are cotton, Indian millet, wheat, and gram which are sent mostly
to Bombay either by rail from Sholipur or by sea from Kumta
and Vengurla. Bégalkotis the largest trade centre in the district. It
has 225 traders, of whom about 100 are Lingdyats, twenty-five
each Brihmans Marwér Vénis and Musalméns, ten each Cutch
Bhétids Gujarat Vénis and Vaishya Vénis, and twenty weavers
and dyers. Their capitals vary from £500 to £20,000 (Rs. 5000 -
Rs.2,00,000). The traders, of whom three are municipal comuris-
sioners, are well-to-do and influential. More than three-fourths
are independent traders and the rest are agents of Sholdpur and
Mérwsr merchants. The chief imports are silk, machine-spun yarn,
European cloth, and gold silver and pearls from Bombay, the
dye-yielding materials saflower or kusamba and cochineal or
kirmanji, and indigo from Bombay and T4dpatri in Madras;
B 87746 : )
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and groceries from Athni, Kolhdpur, and Sholdpur. The chief
export i3 cotton to Athni, Vengurla, and Bombay. During the
last fifteen years the most marked change has been that most of
the imports now come from Bombay instead of from Bangalur.
The four trade centres in Bid4mi, Belur, Gajendragad, Guledgud,
and Kerur, have together about 235 traders, mostly Komtis,
Lingayats, Mérwir Vénis, Brdhmans, Jains, Nilgars, Pategars,
Padsalgers, Musalméans, and Christians. Their capital varies from
£500 to £20,000 (Rs. 5000 - Rs. 2,00,000). Except about six per cent
who are agents of Mdrwdr V4ni merchants of Bombay and Poona,
the traders are independent and mostly well-to-do. The chief imports
are silk, machine-spun cotton yarn, European cloth, and indigo
from Bombay, and rice, molasses, salt, oil, betelnuts, cocoanuts, and
groceries from Mundargi and Nadgand in Dhérwar and Belgaum.
The chief exports are cholis or bodices, khddi or coarse cloth, and
lugdis or women’s robes which are sent to Belgaum, Beldri, Hubli,
Poona, Sholdpur, and Vengurla. Thetwo trade centresin Hungund,
Ilkal and Amingad, have together about 500 traders, mostly
Lingdyats,  Mdrwar Vénis, Komtis, Brihmans, Hatgérs, and
Musalméns, Their capital varies from £500 to £15,000 (Rs. 5000-Rs.
1,50,000). About three-fourths of the traders are independent and the
rest are agents to Lingdyat and Mérwér Véni merchants of Bombay
and Poona. All imports and exports are generally made through
agents and brokers who are paid one or two per cent brokerage.
"T'he chief imports, which mostly come from Belgaum, Beldri, Bombay,
Dhérwsr, Sholdpur, and Vengurla, are Xuropean cloth, machine-
spun cotton yarn, silk, indigo, rice, molasses, salt, chillies, groceries,
cocoanuts, and oil. The chief export is cotton to Athni and Bomnbay,
The trade greatly suffered during the 1876-77 famine, but since the
famineithasrevived. ThoughBégevadihasnoimportant trade centre
the villages of Bigevadi, Golsangi, Huvin-Hippargi, Kolhar, Mangoli,
Nidgundi, Ukli, and Vanddl have between them 200 to 250 petty
traders who deal in cotton, grain, and groceries. These traders are
chiefly Mdrwir, Gujardt, and Deccan Vanis, and Chattis and have
capitals varying from £20 to £500 (Rs. 200 -Rs. 5000). The chief
imports are Huropean and hand-made cloth, rice, molasses, and
groceries, which are mostly bought from large traders at Athni,
Bdgalkot, and Sholdpur. The chief exports are cotton, wheat, gram,
Indian millet and linseed to Athni, Bagalkot, Sirsi, and Sholdpur.

 In fifty villages and towns weekly markets are held. Of these,
beginning from the north, four are held in Indi, at Indi on Tuesdays,
at  Chadchan and Témbe on Wednesdays, and at Halsangi on
Thursdays. They are attended by 150 to 2000 people. Hight are
held in Sindgi, at Hippargi on Mondays, at Bhatnur and Moratgi on
Tuesdays, at Malghan on Thursdays, at Almel and Kovér on Fridays,

at Golgeri on Saturdays, and at Sindgi on Sundays. - They are
attended by 150 to 2000 people. Fiveare held in Bijdpur, at Kannur
on Mondays, at Babld4d Mamdédpur and Shivangi on Thursdays, and
at Bijdpur on Sundays. They are attended by 200 to 2500 people.
Eight are held in Bégevadi, at Bdgevadi on Mondays, at Kolhér on
Wednesdays, at Golsangi and Ukli on Thursdays, at Vandal on
Fridays, at Mangoli and Nidgundi on Saturdays, and at Huvin-
Hippargi on Sundays. They are attended by 500 to 5000 people.
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Six- are held in Muddebihsl, at Nalatvdd and Tdlikoti on
Mondays, at Hire-Murdl on Wednesdays, at Muddebihdl on
Thursdays, and at Dhavalgi and Tumbgi on Fridays, They are
attended by 500 to 2000 people. Three are held in Bagalkot, at
Kalddgi on Thursdays, and at Bdgalkot and Bilgi on Saturdays.
They are attended by 400 to 1200 people. Nine are held in Bad4dmi,
at Bad4dmi and Govankop on Mondays, at Hebbali and Kerur on
Tuesdays, at Guledgud on Wednesdays, at Nilgund on Thursdays,
and at Bellur Gajendragad and Mudkavi on Saturdays. They are
attended by 300 to 3000 people. Seven are held in Hungund, at
Kandgal on Mondays, at Kardi on Tuesdays, at Ilkal on Thursdays,
at Gudur Hungund and Kamatgi on Fridays, and at Amingad on
Saturdays. They are attended by 200 to 8000 people. These
weekly markets are both gathering and distributing centres.
The chief articles sold are wheat, jvdri, gram, pulse, rice, cloth,
silk, cotton yarn, blankets, molasses, sugar, clarified and unclarified
butter, cocoanuts, betelnuts, betel leaves, groceries, spices, chillies,
salt, tobacco, metal and earthen vessels, glass bangles and glassware,
bamboos, coir ropes, matting, and cattle. The sellers are generally
growers shopkeepers and petty dealers. Cloth sellers who keep pack
bullocks move from one market to another. The buyers belong to
the market towns and their neighbouring villages, The buyers
and sellers are Brdhmans, Ling4yats, Gujardt and Mérwdr Vanis,
Komtis, Jingars, Mardthds, Koshtis, Malis, Dhangars, Kumbhérs,
Mings, and Musalméns. Except in Bégalkot where cows are some-
times exchanged for bullocks, there is little or no barter,

Fairs, lasting one to ten days, with an attendance of 1000 to
50,000 and an average sale of £5 to £10,000 (Rs. 50 - Rs. 1,00,000)
are held in forty places ; six in Indi, five in Sindgi, seven in Bijépur,
four in Bdgevadi, two in Muddebih4l, seven in Bagalkot, three in
B4dddmi, and six in Hungund. The details are:

Bijagpur Fairs,

NAME. Month, | Days.|Sales. | People. NAMFE, Month. |Days.| Sales.| People.
Tnor. Rs. MUDDEBINIAL. Rs.
'l Salotgi ..| April-May.!| 2 100 2500
Nimbargi ... » 11 880 | 10,000 || Khdndpur ...|Feb.-Mar .| 8 100 1000
Horti ...| Dec. -Jan...} 6 60 7500 || Budihal .| April 2 80 1500
Halsangi . ) 1 60 2000
Chick Manur.| April-May.] 1 60 2500 BAgALKOT,
Indi oo Mubarram.| 1 60 5000 Bagalkot Feb 1 20 1000
galkot ...| February ...

Sixogt, Bigalkot ..|March .. 1 | 40| 5000
Golgeri o April-May.i 5 | 1200 2600 || Sitimani ...} March ..} 3 30 4000
Hippargi ...| Oct.-Nov..| 15 | 5000 | 30,000 || Mallipur ...| September. 1 40 2000
Kalkeri | Dec.-Jan..i & 200 6000 |{ Murnil .».| March 1 40 2000
Almel «f Oct.-Nov...! 8 40 { 2000 || Tulasigeri ...| December .| 7 60 | 6000
Sindgi » 2 »” 3000 i| Sangam .| April 7 20 2000

Budroz. BApAnmr,

BijiE:rDargn Ramjin ...| 1 10 2000
Kakhandki ..,| Dec.-Jan...| 8 30 6000 || Cholachgud...| Jan. - Feb... 4 550 | 30,000
Bableshvar ...| June-July.{ 1 20 5000 || Ganjendragad) April-May.[ 4 850 | 20,000
Upaldini  ...| Aug.-Sept.| 1 40 5000 {| Nandkeshvar. ” W 8 30 4000
“--'%ag:'ﬁn.d K{a:h- Aﬁ»ril. } 10 2000
or ... April - May. 15 4000
Devargenar...| Jan, - Feb...| 1 5 500 Hunaunn.
Sangam .| April-May.: 3 700 | 60,000
BAiauvApi, Gudur May-.;‘ uge. 1 30%5 ggg
Mangoli .| Aug.-Sept.| 5 | 600 | 2000 || i L At 4 [10:000] 50,000
ﬁg};‘é’;" o JovoDeo .| 11 20| 3500\l Arpingad .| May-June.| 1 | 80| 2500
Araldini . 2 30 3000 Kardi ...| Aug.-Sept. 1 20 1000
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These fairs are chiefly distributing centres. The sellers are
Lingdyats, Komtis, Pdnchals, Marwér Vanis, Jains, Shimpis, Salis,
Marathds, Nimdevs, Rajputs, and Musalméns. They offer rice,
wheat, jvdri flour, salt, chillies, clarified butter, sugar, molasses,
fruit, cocoanuts, spices, groceries, sweetmeats, cloth, blankets, copper
and brass vessels, glass bangles, hardware, beteluuts, betel leaves,
and tobacco. The buyers are chiefly the husbandmen and labourers
of neighbouring villages. Except that sometimes old copper and
brass vessels are exchanged for half the weight of new vessels,
payments are made in cash,

Shopkeepers are found in almost all large villages. About eighty
out of every 100 villages in Indi, seventy in Bagevadi, fifty in Bijapur
Hungund and Muddebihal, forty in Sindgi, thirty in Bégalkot, and
twenty in B4d4mi, have their own shopkeepers. ~The shopkeepers
are generally Lingdyats, Komtis, Jains, Gujardt and M4rwér Vinis,
and Agarviles. They sell rice, jvdri, bdjri, wheat, pulse, judri and
wheat four, molasses, cocoanuts, betelnuts, salt, chillies, groceries,
turmeric, tobacco, and oil. The buyers are travellers and people
of the shopkeepers’ village and of other neighbouring small villages.
Shopkeepers are mostly distributors, and buy their stock from
neighbouring trade centres. Except that salt and molasses are
occasionally advanced on condition that they are repaid at harvest -
time in cotton, judri, and wheat, there is little barter. 'The richer
shopkeepers, about five per cent of the whole number, lend small
sums at eighteen to thirty per cent a year. Shopkeepers neither
send agents to fairs and market towns, nor are they connected with
large trading firms. Of late years, except that in some villages
Mé4rwér Vénis have opened new shops, there has been little change
in village shopkeeping. »

Bach sub-division has on an average about 100 carriers, ten to
fifteen per cent of whom carry goods in carts and the rest on pack
bullocks. They are chiefly Lingdyats, Jains, Mardth4s, Dhangars,
and Musalmdns. . The chief articles sold are salt, chillies, groceries,
molasses, cocoanuts, cocoa-kernel, vegetables, plantains, copper
and brass vessels, bangles, and cloth. About half the number
sell these articles in neighbouring villages, and the rest go regularly
on market days from one market town to another. Of late years,
owing to the increase of roads, pack traffic has to a great extent
given way to carts,

The chief imports are: Of building materials logs of matti, teak,
-and blackwood, and bamboos are brought by Lingdyat Mardtha or
Musalmén wood merchants either direct or through agents, mostly
from Yelldpur and Haliy4l in North Kénara and sometimes from
Dhérwér and Hubli. Thelogs are locally sold direct to the people.
Nails, screws, and raw ironare brought from Bombay and Sholdpur
by Lingdyat, Bohora, and other Musalmdn traders of Bigalkot and
Bijapur. The traders of Bigalkot and Bijdpur generally sell these
articles wholesale to petty local dealers who sell them retail to the
people. Of house furniture, dishes and copper and brass vessels are
brought by Bogérs or Kdsdrs from Beléri, Gokdk in Belgaum,
Hanagadi in Jamkhandi, Hubli in Dbérwér, Perd4l in Mudhol, and
Poona. . They are sold direct to the people at Bogérs’ shops or on
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market days in market towns. All high class Hindus and the well-
to-do of the lower orders use copper and brass pots for cooking and
for drawing and storing water. Carpets, which are also locally
woven, are sometimes brought in small numbers from Navalgund in
Dhérwar and from the Yeravda jail in Poona. Stationery, glassware,
sackcloth, padlocks, matches, and hardware are brought from
Sholédpur and Bombay by Lingsyats, Gujarit and Mdrwar Vainis,
_Bohoras, and other Musalméns. These articles are sold either
retail to the people or wholesale to village shopkeepers who sell
them retail to the people, Of these articles stationery and glassware
are generally used by the higher classes, and padlocks matches
and hardware by all classes. Tables chairs and cots are
occasionally brought from Sholdpur and Belgaum. Of food, drink
drugs and- stimulants rice and groundnuts are brought chiefly by
Lingdyat traders from Belgaum, Hukeri, Hubli, and Sholdpur.
These articles are sold both retail to the people and wholesale to
petty dealers who retail them. Rice is daily used as food by the
well-to-do and” on holidays and special occasions by the poor.
Groundnuts are used either for oil or as food by Hindus on fast
days. Groceries, spices, cardamoms, betelnuts, salt, sugar, cocoanuts,
cocoa-kernel, and cocoanut oil are brought by Lingdyat, Gujardt
Véni, and Musalmén traders from Athni, Belgaum, Hubli, Sholépur,
and Sirsi. These articles are generally sold wholesale to town
dealers and village shopkeepers who retail them to the people.
Except cocoanut oil which is used both as lamp and hair oil all
these articles are used in eating. Molasses come from Athni, Hukeri,
Kolhdpur, and Sholdpur, and chillies from Belgaum, Dhérwér,
Sholdpur, and Mahslingpur in the Mudhol State. Tea and coffee
are brought in small quantities from Belgaum, Hubli, and Sholdpur.
Kerosine oil is brought from Bombay and Sholdpur by Lingéyat and
Musalmén traders and is sold in towns to the well-to-do. Tobacco
is brought by Ling4yat, Gujarat Vani, and Musalmén traders of large
trade centres from Belgaum, Kolhédpur, Miraj, and Sholdpur. It is
generally sold wholesale to petty town dealers and village shop-
keepers who retail it. Buropean liquor is brought from Bombay by
Biagalkot and Bijépur license vendors; most of it is sold to Europeans.
Opium is brought from Bombay to Government treasuries and
is there sold wholesale to liconsed vendors who retail it. In
Kalidgi opium is never taken by grown people. It is used in
medicine and is sometimes given to infants to make them sleep.
Bhing and gdnja drinking and smoking preparations of hemp, come
chiefly from the village of Lengra in Satéra ; they are brought for sale
to Kaladgi by Lingdyat traders of Sstéra, who sell them wholesale to
Kalédgi licensed vendors at 6d. the pound (8 as. the sher of eighty
tolds), and the vendors retail them at 1s. 4d. the pound (Rs. 14 the
sher). Both gdnja and bhdng are much used by ascetics. Of tools
and appliances, pickaxes, shovels, kmives, scissors, and razors
are brought from Bombay and Sholdpur by Lingiyat and Bohora
traders, and are mostly sold direct to the people. Of these articles
pickaxes and shovels are largely used by husbandmen, knives
and scissors by the well-to-do and by tailors, and razors by
barbers. Of dress, including ornaments and toys, headscarves or
rumdls and waisteloths or dhotars ave brought through agents or
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brokers from Bangalur, Beldri, and Tddpatri. The importers of
cloth are mostly large cloth merchants of the Mdrw4r and Gujarit
Viani, Lingdyat, Brahman, and Komti-castes. In the northern
sub-divisions these goods come by rail, and in the southern sub-
divisions in carts. They are sold both retail to the people and
wholesale to pesty traders who retail them. Fine laced headscarves
and waistcloths are bought by the well-to-do, and plain headscarves
by the poor. European and Bombay machine-woven cloths, which are
bought through agents who are paid one per cent commission, come
from Bombay by sea from Vengurla, and by rail through Sholdpur.
Women’s robes or lugdis are locally ‘woven of superior quality in
Ilkal, and of inferior quality in most large villages. They are also
brought from Jamkhandi, Kalburga, Sholdpur, and Shihdpur and
Rabkavi in Sdngli. Superior silk waistcloths or pitdimbars, of
which a poor variety is woven at Govankop in B4d4mi, are brought
from Poona, and sold to Brahmans, Prabhus, Gujars, and Shenvis,
who wear them at dinner as a sacred robe. Turbans, which are
mostly worn by Brdhmans and Mardthds on marriage occasions,
are brought from Poona. Silk and cotton yarn is brought
through agents from Bombay Khojis and mill-owners by rich
moneylenders of Bigalkot, Guledgud, Bijdpur, and Ilkal. They are
sold wholesale to petty traders who dye them and then sell
them to local weavers. Gold silver and pearls are brought from
Bombay by rich moneylenders of large trade centres and sold
retail to the people who make them into ornaments. Pictures from
Bombay and Gokék, and frames, coloured glass, wooden balls,
whistles, wind puffs, and other toys from Bombay are brought by

the Lingdyat, Bohora, and Musalman traders of large trade centres
and retailed.

The chief exports are of cotton and cotton cloths, cotton, floor
cloths or jdjams, women’s robes or lugdis, bodices or cholis, coarse
cloth or khddi, and coarse waistcloths or dhotars; of grain and
pulse, wheat, judri, gram, and tur; and of oilseeds, linseed, sesamum,
and safflower or kardai. Cotton is largely exported by Lingdyat,
Gujardt, and Marwér Véni traders unginned. Cotton is bought from
husbandmon, generally for cash at thirty pounds (15 shers of 80 tolds
each) the rupee. Before it is exported, cotton is ginned by women
either on the foot-rollers called pdya rapdt or on the ginning wheel
or charki. The ginning costs about ;d. the pound (} a. the sher of
80 tolds). A woman can ginon an average twenty to twenty-four
pounds (10-12 shers) a day. Of late, the ginning by charki, which
being superior to the ginning by the foot-reller, fetches higher prices,
has got more in favour with traders. Cotton when ginned gives
one part of clean cotton and three parts of seed. After it is gmned
cotton is covered with sacks in packets of about 150 pounds and issent
mcarts to Athni, Sholipur, and Vengurla, where it is sold either
to local traders or to agents of Bombay merchants. Much of the
cotton of the three southern sub-divisons of Bégalkot, Bad4mi, and
Hungund passes through Belgaum by the Amboli pass road and is
shipped at the Ratnégiri ports of Anjanvel and Vengurla! The

1 Details of the Vengurla cotton trade are given in the Belgaum Statistical Account,
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cotton of the northern sub-divisions finds its way to Bombay by rail
from Sholdpur. For one cart-load of 960 to 1080 pounds (40-45
mans) of cotton, the cost of carriage from Indi to Sholépuris 8s.
(Rs. 4), from Sindgi to Sholdpur £1 4s. (Rs. 12), from Bijdpur to
Sholdpur 12s. to 14s. (Rs. 6-7) and to Athni 8s. to 10s. (Rs. 4 - 5),
from Bagevadi to Sholdpur £1 to £1 12s. (Rs. 10-16), from Mudde-
bih4l to Sholdpur £1 4s. to £1 10s (Rs. 12-15), from Bégalkot to
Vengurla £2 (Rs. 20), from Baddmi either to Vengurla or to Shola-
pur £2 (Rs. 20), and from Tlkal to Athni £1 10s. to £2 (Rs. 15-20),
to Sholapur £2 (Rs. 20), and to Vengurla £2 10s. (Rs. 25). Of late
a few Bhétia agents of Bombay firms have begun to come to Kalddgi
to buy cotton. They generally buy cotton from local traders whom
they pay one per cent commission. These Bhdtia agents are slowly
driving out the old Lingéyat and Gujarst and Marwéar Véni traders.
Jajams or floor cloths, which are woven at T4likoti in Muddebihal,
are sent to Sholdpur, Poona, and the Nizém’s country, either direct
by the weavers or by local moneylenders who employ weavers to
piece together pdsodis or dungry cloth to make jdjams or foor-cloths.
Women's robes or lugdis, of which superior kinds are woven by
Julai and Momin weavers in Ilkal and inferior kinds all over the
district, are sent by local trade centre dealers to Dhérwér, Poona,
Sholépur, and Vengurla. Bodices or cholis which are largely woven
by Julai and other Musalmén weavers at Amingad, Bdddwi, Bellur,
Gojendragad, Guledgud, Kerur, and Ilkal, and which are considered
of the best quality both by Hindus and Musalmans, are sent by local
traders to Belgaum, Dhérw4r, Poona, and Sholépur, and from these
towns over almost the whole Deccan. Dungry cloth or khdds and
coarse waistcloths or dhotars which are woven by Julai Musalmén
and Dhangar weavers over almost the whole of the district, are sent
by local traders to Athni, Belgaum, Dhérwér, Poona, and Sholépur.
Wheat, jvdri, gram, fur, linseed, sesamum, and kardai are sent
by local traders and sometimes by growers to Athni, Belgaum,
Dhérwér, Hubli, Jamkhandi, Sholdpur, and Vengurla. Of these
articles wheat and linseed go to Bombay and from Bombay to Europe.
As all the country round Bijdpur 1s a grain growing country
there is little export of jvdri. When the yield is large, jvdr:
gets cheap and sometimes enough for ten to fifteen years is stored
in grain pits.

During the last twenty-five years there has been a large increase
in the import of European and Bombay and Sholipur mill-made
cloth, and watches, and in the export of cotton. Kuropean cloth
which is cheaper, finer, and of more varied sizes and colours, is
largely used by all classes. The newly-made East Deccan or
Hotgi-Gadag line is likely to add largely to the trade of the
district and to make trade centres at Bijapur, Bigalkot, and other
local railway stations instead of passing to Athni and Sholdpur.

The chief Bijdpur industries are the dyeing of cotton yarn, the
weaving of coarse cloth and of silk and_cotton piece goods, the
weaving of carpets, the weaving of blankets, and the making of
copper and brass vessels, earthen pots, shoes, paper, saltpetre, and
sahdns or sandalwood grindstones.
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Chiefly in twelve places, in Bigalkot, Bhatnur, Bijdpur, Chad-
chan, Golgeri, Guledgud, Ilkal, Kamatgi, Sulibh&vi, Nalatvdd,
Rémpur, and Sindgi, cotton yarn is dyed either red or black. The
dyers of red are Naglik Lingdyats and of black Nilgar Lingdyats.
Of about 400 families of dyers nearly 200 are in Kamatgi and
100 in Chadchan. A capital of atleast £5 (Rs. 50) is required to
carry on a dyeing business. About one-half of the dyers work on
their own capital, and the other half work as labourers, men being
paid about 10s. (Rs. 5) a month and women 4s. to 6s. (Rs. 2-3).
Of the raw materials required for dyeing red, surunj or cochineal
and pathik or alum are brought from Sholdpur, and the ashes of
the plantain tree and safflower oil are obtained locally. A hundred-
weight of cochineal costs £1 3s. to £1 17s. (Rs. 2} -4 the man of twelve
shers of eighty tolds), of alum about 14s. (Rs. 7 the man), and of
saffloweroil about£1 8s, (Rs. 8 the man). Cochineal is made into powder
with & pestle, and alum is made into powder by crushing. White
cotton yarn issoaked for one day in a mixture of three gallons of water
and three quarters of a pound of safflower oil. Next day it is dried
in the sun in a spot which is specially made for the purpose. It is
then washed in a mixture of water and plantain tree ashes and
dried a second time. The washing and drying are repeated for
seven days. About three poundsof cotton yarn are then soaked in
an earthen vessel for one night in a mixture of about half a gallon of
water and half a pound of cochineal and alum powderin which there
are forty-eight parts of cochineal to one part of alum. Next morning
the yarn is laid in- the sun on the drying stone and dried. This
process is repeated for seven or eight days by which time the yarn
takes an unfading red. Of the toolsand appliances required in dyeing
red, the pestle used in pounding the cochineal costs 1s. 6d. (Rs. 1})
and the earthen pot in which the yarn is soaked about 1s. 8d. to 4s.
(Rs. §-2). Of the raw materials required for dyeing black, lime, plan-
tain ashes and tdkliseed are obtained locally, indigo is chiefly brought
from Sholépur by local traders at 4s. to 5s. (Rs. 2-2}) the pound,
and ig sold to dyers at Bs. to 6s. (Rs. 24-3) the pound. White yarn
which at first is well soaked in pure water, is again soaked in a
mixture of six pounds of plantain ashes, three of lime, one of tdkis
seed, 13 of indigo, and 200 of water, and dried in the sun. When
this is twice repeated, the yarn becomes an inferior black, when thrice
a middling black, and when four times a superior black. Ezxcept
during the rains when the difficulty of drying hinders work, dyeing
i8 brisk throughout the year. Dyers keep all Bréhmanic holidays.
They work about ten hours a day, from six to eleven in the morning,-
and after a rest of about two hours from one to six in the evening:
‘Women and children help in pounding the cochineal and alum and
in dyeing the yarn. The average earnings of a family are between
16s. and £1 (Rs.8-10) a month. The dyed yarn which is used in
weaving coarse lugdis or women’s robes, is sold to local weavers at
about 1s. 104d. (15 as.) the pound. Though dyers are still much
better off than day labourers, the craft has been declining owing to
the large imports of the finer and cheaper European and Bombay
machine made yarn. During the 1876 famine a few dyers worked
as labourers on relief works and most lived either by borrowing or
by selling their stock and property.
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The chief products of the local cotton and silk hand-looms are
coverlets or pdsodis, coarse waistcloths or dhotars, coarse women’s
robes or lugdis, coarse cloth or khddi, fine waistcloths or dhotars,
fine women’s robes or lugdis, silk waistcloths or pitdmbars, and
silk women’s robes or sddis, bodicecloths or khans, and carpets.
Several of the processes in making cloth, the spinning of the thread,
and the arranging and stiffening of the warp, are done in the open
air. As an open place is required for these processes, weaving
villages are sometimes much more pleasant to look at and better
planned than other villages. They are also generally shaded, and
the people have an easier and more refined air than in ordinary
villages. Cotton and silk cloth are always woven inside of the
house, the weaver sitting in a well in the floor and working his
treddles below the level of the ground.!

In almost all towns and large villages, chiefly, beginning from the
north, in six towns and villages of Indi, at Chadchan, Lélsunghi,
Hatargi, S4talgaon, Havinal, and T4mba ; in twenty-one towns and
villages of Sindgi, at Almel, Aski, Bamanjoghi, Bhantnur, Byakod,
Chankv4ti, Chik-Sindgi, Ghutargi, Golgeri, Hippargi, Jalvad, Kano-
i, Kulir, Kumshi, Kaine-Kamatgi, Malghan, Moratgi, Padiganur,
Rémpur, Sindgi,and Yergal ; in five towns and villages of Bijépur, ab
Bablad, Bébleshvar, Sarvad, Bijdpur, and Mamddpur; in nine towns
and villages of Bigevadi, at Bagevadi, Benal, Golsanghi, Hippargi,
Kolhsr, Mangoli, Muttagi, Nidgundi, and Vandal ; in ten towns
and villages of Muddebihsl, at Handral, Herur, Kalghi, Konur,
Kodganur, Muddebihél, Nslatvidr, Télikoti, Tumbhghi, and Tun-
gurghi; in eleven towns and villages of Bdgalkot, at Bégalkot,
Belghi, Benur, Beur, Gulgalli, Halur, Kalédgi, Kolur, Mankni, Roli,
and Sirur ; in seven towns and villages of Bdddmi, at B4d4mi, Belur,
Gajendragad, Govankop, Guledgud, Kerur, and Mudkavi; and in
eleven towns and villages of Hungund, at Aiholi, Amingad, Gudur,
Hungund, Ilkal, Kamatgi, Karadi, Kolhér, Kodihil, Kundgal,
and Sulibh4vi, the weaving of coverlets or pdsodis, coarse waist-
cloths or dhotars, coarse women’s robes or lugdis, and coarse cloth
or khddi is carried on by about 4000 families of weavers, some of
them Hindus of the Lingdyat, Hatkdr, and S4li castes and some
of them Muhammadans ordinarily Momins and Julais® Except
five to ten per cent who weave as labourers by piece work, these
weavers generally work on their own capital. Coverlets or pdsodis,
which are used as bed clothes by both rich and poor, are two pieces
of coarse cloth, each sixteen feet long and three feet broad, sewn
together side by side. Coarse waistcloths or dhotars, coarse women’s
robes or lugdis, and coarse cloth or khddi are mostly used by the
poor who make the coarse cloth into jackets and other articles of
clothing. A few of these goods are sold by the weavers direct to the
wearers either at the weavers’ villages or in market towns and
fairs ; but most goods are sold to local traders who sell part of

-

1 The processes and the tools used in weaving are the same as thosé described in the
Be]g&}xm Statistical Account.
¢ Walton’s Belgaum and Kaladgi Cotton, 146- 148,
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their stock locally and send the rest to Mahdd, Poona, Ratndgiri,
Sholdpuor, and Vengurla ; coarse waistcloths, thirteen feet long by
four feet broad, fetch about 1s. 6d. (12 as.) each ; coarse women’s
robes twenty-two feet long by 4% feet broad fetch 4s. to 10s.
(Rs. 2 -5) each, and pieces of coarse cloth for making coverlets and
other clothing about thirty feet long by 44 feet broad fetch 3s.
to 6s. (Rs. 14-8) each, Of about 3000 looms the yearly outturn
is rooghly estimated at 184,000 waistcloths and women’s robes
valued at £35,000 (Rs. 38,50,000), and coarse cloth valued at
£44,000 (Rs. 4,40,000). Except during the rains the demand for
cloth is brisk throughout the year. The weavers work about nine
hours a day, from six to twelve in the morning and from three to
gix in the evening. The Hindu weavers keep the usual Brihmanic
holidays aud the Musalmdn weavers the usual Musalman holidays.
The women help in damping and sorting yarn, in sizing, in joining
threads, and cccasionally in weéaving ; the children help in reeling and
joining threads. The average earnings of a family of coarse cloth
weavers are about 6d. (4 as.) a day for weaving cloth and 9d. to ls,
(6-8 as.) for weaving waistcloths and women’s robes or lugdis. The
weavers are fairly off. Their craft has been falling, as the
competition of Bombay and Manchester goods leaves them but a
small margin of profit. During the 1876 famine some weavers
lived by selling their property ; others worked as labourers on relief
works, They are an honest and quiet people. At Bégalkot and
Malldpur in Bégalkot and at Mamdépur in Bijdpur, fine waistcloths
or dhotars with silk borders are woven on & small scale by
about 160 families of S4lis, Khetris, and Momins. A capital of
about £6 (Rs. 60) is required to work ome loom. Kxcept about
twenty families who work on their own capital, the fine cloth
weavers work materials borrowed from local traders who import silk
and cotton yarn from Bombay. The demand for these fine waistcloths
is almost entirely local. A few are sold by the weavers direct to
the wearers, but most are sold to local traders who send them for
sale to the leading local trade centres. These local waistcloths are
inferior to those woven at Nagpur and Sholdpur. They fetch 8s.
to £1 10s. (Rs.4-15) the dhotharjoda or double piece, 8s. to 12s.
(Rs. 4 - 6) the uparna or single piece which is worn as a shoulder-
cloth. The yearly outturn is estimated at about 4500 fine waist-
cloths valued at about £2200 (Rs. 22,000). The fine cloth weavers
work nine hours a day, from six to twelve in the morning and from
three to six in the evening. The demand is steady throughout the

ear. Silis and Khetris keep Hindu holidays and Momins

usalmdn holidays. The women and children help in sorting
reeling and sizing. The average earnings of & family are 1s.to 1s. 6d.
(8-12 as.) a day. As a class fine cloth weavers are fairly off. During
the 1876 famine most of them had to seek employment on the relief
works.

At Bégslkot and Malldpur in Bégélkot, and at Gudur, Hungund,
Ilkal, Kamatgi, and Salibhévi in Hungund, fine women’s robes or
lugdis are woven by about 500 families of Sdlis, Khetris, andMomins.
Except a few who work on their own capital the weavers of fine
women’s robes work on materials borrowed from local traders. Of
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the raw materials silk comes from Bombay and Beldri and European
and Bombay machine-spun yarn from Bombay. Fine women’s robes,
about twenty-two feet long by four and half feet broad, fetch
16s, to £5 (Rs. 8-50) each, and, if they have lace borders, they
cost as much as £8 (Rs. 80) each. Almost all fine robes or lugdis
are sold locally, they rarely go outside of the district. The lugdis
woven at Ilkal are well known for richness, colour, strength, and fine-
ness. The weavers work about nine hours a day, for five hours in
the morning and for three or four hours in the afternoon, During
the marriage season from December to June the demand is brisk;
from July to November it is dull. S4lis and Khetris keep Hindu
holidays, and Momins keep Musalmén holidays. Women and
children help in sorting and reeling. The average earnings of a
family are 9d. to 1s. (6-8 as.) a day or about £15 to £20 (Rs.150-
200) a year, The weavers of fine robes are fairly off, thongh they
suffer from the competition of Buropean and Bombay cloth, Besides
weaving fine robes, the weavers of Gudur, Ilkal, Kamatgi, and
Sulibhdvi weave coarse robes and bodicecloth, and those of Mallépur
and Bégalkot also weave rough cloth or khddi. During the 1876
famine some of the weavers lived by selling their property and others
worked as labourers on relief works.

Pitambars or silk waistcloths and women’s robes are woven in
B4ddmi by one Julai family at Govankop and by one Musalmén
family at Guledgud. These weavers work on their own capital.
They buy the silk from Bédgalkot traders who import it from
Bombay at £1 10s. the pound (Rs. 9 the sher of 24 tolds) and sell
1t to the weavers at £1 13s. 4d. the pound (Rs. 10 the sher). When
it comes from Bombay the silk is generally white. It is given to the
Patvegdrs who open it, that is take the threads out of the skein,
put the silk on the wheels, twist it, put it on the dhol or drum,
and clean it. The silk is then sent to the Shimpi Rangéris who
dye it red, green, or yellow. Silk waistcloths and women’s robes
or pitambars are worn by well-to-do Brdhmans, Prabhus, Shenvis,
and other high class Hindus at dinner and while worshipping house
gods,and by the well-to-do of the lower classes simplyasrichelothes.
Siik waistcloths, about fifteen feet long and four and a half feet
broad, fetch £2 10s. to £3 (Rs.25-30) each, and silk women’s robes,
about twenty-five feet long and four and half feet broad, fetch £4 to
£5 (Rs.40-50) each.. The yearly outturn is about fifteen pitdmbars
valued at £50 (Rs.5G0). Besides at Govankop and Guledgud a
few pitdmbars are wovenii Hungund which fetch as much as £5
to £10 (Rs. 50-100). Silk waistclcths are woven to order. When
there is no order for silk waistcloths, the weavers weave fine cloth
robes. The weavers work nine hours a day from seven to twelve in
the morning, and from two to six in the evening. The women and
children help in sorting and reeling. The average earnings of a
family are 9d. (6 as.) a day or £15 (Rs. 150) a year. The weavers
are fairly off. During the 1876 famine they lived on what they had
laid by. - »

In the southern sub-divisions, at Bdddmi, Bellur, Gajendragad,
Guledgud, and Kerur in B4ad4mi; at Amingad, Gudur, Hungund,
Kamatgi, IlKal, and Sulibhdvi in Hungund ; and at Bégalkot and
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Mallépur in Bégalkot, squares for bodices or cholis are woven by
about 1000 families of Hindu Hatké4rs S4lis and Khetris, and of Julais
Momins and other Musalmén weavers. Of the 1000 families about
a quarter work on their own capital, a half on borrowed capital, and a
gnarter as labourers. Silk is brought by local traders from Bombay
and Beléri, and European and Bombay machine-spun cotton yarn
from Bombay. The local traders, who in selling the yarn to the
weavers make a profit of 6d. (4 as.) the bundle, import white cotton
yarn at 12s. 6d. (Rs. 6}) the bundle of six pounds or 240 folds, red
yarnat 13s. (Rs. 63) the bundle of five pounds or 200 folds, and green
yarn at 8s. 6d. (Rs.4}) the bundle of four pounds or 160 tolds.
Squares for bodices or ckolis are woven into pieces, each piece twenty-
one feet long and 2} feet broad. A weaver can weave in one day
about nine feet of bodicecloth. Each piece contains enough cloth to
make thirteen bodices, and fetches 12s. to £4 (Rs. 6-40). When sold
retail each piece is cub into thirteen equal parts. Kalddgi cholis,
especially those woven at Guledgud, are known for colour, strength,
variety, and fineness of texture. They are largely sent by local
traders to Ahmadnagar, Belgaum, Dhdrwdr, Poona, Sditdra,
Sangamner, Sholdpur, and other parts of the Deccan. The yearly
outturn is estimated at enough cloth to make 3,500,000 bodices
valued at £180,000 (Rs. 18,00,000). Bodicecloth weavers work eight
hours a day, four in the morning and four in the afternoon. Except
during the rains when the damp makes weaving difficult, the work
is brisk throughout the year. The Hindu weavers keep Hindu
holidays, and the Musalman weavers keep Musalmén holidays. The
women and children help in sorting and reeling. The average
earnings of a family are 9d. (6 as.) a day or about £15 (Rs. 150) a
year. Bodicecloth weavers are fairly off; of late their wares have
been in great demand. During the 1876 famine most of them
were employed on relief works.

Carpets are woven at Bijdpur, Ilkal, Kolhdr, and Sulibh4vi by
sbout fifteen families of Musalmén weavers. The material used is
dyed and white yarn bought from local traders. A carpet
measuring six feet by three costs about 10s. (Rs. 5), and one 7%
by 44 feet about 16s. (Rs. 8). Most of them are sold locally.
The Kolhér carpets are famous for their strength. In one day two
men can weave a piece 4} feet long and 11 feet broad and worth
about 25, (Re.1). The yearly outturn is estimated at about 300
carpets’ valued at £200 (Rs. 2000). A capital of about £1
(Rs. 10) is required in weaving carpets. The carpet-weavers
whose work is steady throughout the year, work nine hours a day,
from six to twelve in the morning and after a rest of about two
hours from two to five in the evening. They keep all Musalmdn -
holidays. The women help in twisting the yarn. The average
yearly earnings of a family vary from £10 to £15 (Rs. 100-150).
The condition of carpet weavers is little better than that of
ordinary labourers. During the 1876 famine they worked as
labourers on the relief works.

In thirty-six villages of Sindgi, thirty-two of Muddebihal, twenty-
five of Bijdpur, twenty-four of Bigev4di, fifteen of Bagalkot and
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Hungund, ten of Bdddmi and six of Indi, blankets are woven by
about 500 families of Dhangars. Wool is sheared either from the
weaver’s own sheep or bought from wool-dealers at about 53d. the
pound (2} shers of 80 folds the rupee). The best wool comes
from the north of the Krishna where the sheep are better fed
than further south. Sheep are sheared twice every year, in June
and in October. At the time of shearing the sheep are takentoa
river or pond, but not to the village reservoir, and washed and rubbed
with the hands without using soap. The wool is cut with
special scissors made in the district by the blacksmiths of Tegi
in Bagalkot. The wool is spun either by hand or by a mallet called
kodata. It is then made soft and pliable by using the bessi or bow and
made into hangis or rolls about a foot to a foot and a guarter long
and three to four inches thick. These rolls are made into warp yarn
either by twisting them on a small circular plate called the bhingri or
by working them on the rdhdf or spinning wheel. The size which
Dhangars put on the warp is made of tamarind seeds moistened in
water for four days and ground with the seri a stone-weight like a
domb bell. The warp is then boiled and is ready for weaving.
Blankets are woven in the open as the thread requires the air. The
work goes on all the year except when rain is actually falling. The
weaver sits on a piece of wood or on a flat stone on a level with the
ground. In front of the stone is a hole for the weaver’s feet, about
two feet deep, two feet long and one foot wide. Dhangars never
work with dyed wool, their blankets are either black, white, or in
stripes. Blanket weaving is brisk during the fair season and dull
during the rains, and the men work nine hours a day from six to
eleven in the morning and from two to six in the evening. They
keep the usual Hindu holidays. The women help in cleaning the
ool and in making the yarn and both women and childrenin sizing.
The blankets are used by the rich as matting and as horse-cloths
and by the poor as clothing. They are sold both retail to the people
and wholesale to petty dealers at 2s. 6d. to £2 (Rs. 1}-20) each.
The blankets which cost as much as £2 (Rs. 20), arve thirty by seven
feet long, and are made of fine wool with great care. Dhangars
take blankets for sale tec Bigalkot, Kalddgi, Mudhol, Malingpur,
Hubli, and Sholdpur. Blankets are in most demand, and fetch
bighest prices at Hubli. The poor generally use blankets which
_—are 7} feet long and three and a half feet broad and worth 4s. to
6s. (Rs.2-38). A capital of about £1 (Rs.10) is required to work
one loom. One Dhangar can weave in a day a piece of blanket
two to two and a half feet long and three to four feet broad .and
worth about 1s. 6d. to 1s. 9d. (12-14 as.). The average yearly
earnings of a family of blanket weavers are about £6 (Rs. 60). The
yearly outturn is estimated at about 50,000 blankets valued at about
£10,000 (Rs. 1,00,000).

Copper and brass vessels are made in Bégalkot by five or six
families of Bogdrs. Copper and brass sheets are brought from
Bombay by moneylenders at £4 10s. (Rs. 45) the hundredweight
and sold to Bogérs at £5 (Rs. £0) the hundredweight. Of Bogérs

those who only make vessels, require a capital of £20 (Rs. 200), and

those who both make and sell vessels, require a capital of about £100
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(Rs. 1000). The Bogirs generally work on their own capital.
Sometimes moneylenders supply copper and brass sheets which the
Bogdrs work into vessels, for which they are paid £1 15s. the
hundredweight (Rs. 5 the man of 1280 tolas). In making vessels the
copper and brass sheets are laid on a rounded ling-like stone and
beaten with large hammers. They are then cut into pieces according
to the size of the vessels to be made. These pieces, when necessary,
are joined with other pieces, and are beaten into the required shape by
small hammers. Of the vessels made water-pots called ghdgars and
handds are generally sold at 12s. to £1 4s. (Rs. 6-12), and cooking
vessels called tapelis, pardts, and boghanis at 2s. to 4s. (Rs. 1-2) each.
One Bogér can work in one day about twelve pounds (6 shers) of
metal worth about 6s. (Rs. 3). The Bogars work eight hours a day
and keep all Hindu holidays. Except during the rains their work is
steady. The women and children do not help the men in their work.
As a class Bogdrs are rather badly off, the average earnings of a
family which makes only vessels being about £6 (Rs. 60) a year, and
those of a family which both makes and sells vessels being £30
(Rs. 800). During the 1876 famine Bogédrs lived by buying old
pots cheap, and after the famine was over selling them at higher
prices or making them into new pots. The yearly outturn of vessels
is worth about £300 (Rs. 3000), of which about £250 (Rs. 2500) go
for expenses and £50 (Rs. 500) remain as Bogérs’ profit.

In almost all Bijdpur villages earthen pots are made by Lingdyat
and Telangi Kumbhérs of whom there are altogether about 1200
families. The earth is dug out of waste land and river and pond
beds. It is soaked in water for four days, mixed with horse or ass
litter, and rolled into balls. A ball is laid in the centre of a heavy
twelve to sixteen spoke wheel set level with ground and turned into
vessels of the required size and shape. They are given a gloss by
rubbing and are burnt in kilns. Earthen pots are used in fetching
water, in storing grain and other articles, and by the poorer classes
in cooking. Of earthen pots mdths or large vessels are sold at 3d. tc,
6d. (2-4 as.) each, ghdgars or pitchers at $d. to 13d. (-1 a.), moghas
or narrow-necked pitchers at §d. to 3d. (}-4 a.), parals or platters-
at 14d. (1 a.), and tavds or plates and other small pots at §d. to 3d.
(-3 @). A Kumbhdr can make six to ten pots in one day worth 44d;
to 6d. (3-4 as.). The tools used are the wheel costing 6s. (Rs. 3}
and the flat bat-shaped #hdpi or mallet, about one foot long, three:
to four inches broad, and one inch thick costing about 6d. (4 as.).
Except during the rains Kumbh4rs’ work is steady throughout the
year. Potters work ten hours a day. The Lingdyat Kumbhérs
keep all Hindu holidays and Telangi Kumbhérs all Musalmén
holidays. Women and children help in fetching and cleaning earth,
and in making earthen balls. The average earnings of a family
vary from £5 to £6 (Rs. 50-60) a year. During the 1876-77 famine
the Kumbhérs worked as labourers on the relief works. The value
of the yearly outturn of earthen pots is estimated at about £7000
(Rs. 70,000), of which about £5300 (Rs. 53,000) or three-fourths are
workmen’s profit.

Shoes are made by Mochis or Chémbhérs in almost all parts of
the district, chiefly at Muddebihdl, Nalatvad, and Tilikoti in
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Muddebih4l, and at Bagalkot and Bijdpur. Of Chédmbhdirs there are
about twenty-five families in the Muddebihél sub-division and thirty
in Bijdpur. These Chdmbh4rs mostly work on their own capital.
Hides six to seven feet long and two to three feet broad, are
generally brought from Sholdpur by wholesale dealers at 8s. (Rs. 4)
each, and sold retail to Chdmbhars at 9s. (Rs. 44) each. Before they
are used in making shoes, hides are cleared of hair, dyed red, and
tanned. The hair is removed by soaking the hide for one day in
water and rubbing lime on the inner side. After four days the hair
becomes loose and can be readily scraped off. Hides are dyed red
by applying a mixture of wax, sdjkhdr or alkali, and foppalhdr the
leaves of a shrub called altkya, and soaking them for four days in a
mixture of farvad Cassia auriculata extract. Hides are tanned by
rubbing their insides with a ball of cloth. After being tanned, the
hides are cut into pieces of the required size. The tools used are
the rapt or knife costing 6d. (4 as.), the uli or boring needle costing
6d. (4 as.), the kodti or mallet about a foot and a half long and
costing 9d. (6 as.), and the suijan or sewing needle costing §d. (} a.).
Tanners are seldom in want of work. They work ten hours a day,
and keep all Hindu holidays and the Musalmén Muharram. A
Chémbhsr can make a shoe in two days, the shoe yielding him a
profit of about 73d. (5 as.). ‘Women help by working silk borders
on the shoes. The average earnings of a family are about £5
(Rs. 50) a year. Shoes are sold at 1s. to 5s. (Rs. % = 2}) the pair.
Bijépur shoes, which are well known for softness and toughness, are
sent to Athni, Jamkhandi, Sholdpur, and the Nizdm’s country. Of
Chémbhérs and Mochis three in Bijadpur are well off, and, besides
in shoemaking, invest their capital in moneylending and hide-
dealing. The rest are poor. During the 1876-77 famine they took
employment as labourers on the relief works. The estimated
yearly outturn in Muddebihdl is about 8000 pairs of shoes worth £200
(Rs. 2000) and in Bijdpur 40,000 pairs of shoes worth £350
(Rs. 3500).

- Rough white paper, called Bigalkot paper, is made in Bégalkot
by two families of Musalméns. The craft requires a capital of
about £5 (Rs. 50). To make paper rags coarse cloth or gunnypal
are gathered from grocers and other traders, and cut into pieces
about four inches long. These pieces are soaked in water, laid
in a stone receptacle and carefully pounded with a heavy wooden
pestle or langar. They are then rolled into a large ball which is
washed in a well or river. Next day the ball is soaked in lime
water, and is again pounded and rolled into a ball. After allowing
it to lie four days on the floor, the ball is again soaked in water.
It is mixed with a solution of water and pounded powder of
four pounds of impure carbonate of soda or pdpadkhdr and the same
quantity of savala. After washing it four times, the mixture is
dipped for one day in a cement lined cistern in which the ball
dissolves and covers the water with a thick yellowish film. Next day
the mixture is gently stirred till the whole contents of the
cistern are charged with tiny films of paper. The workman takes
a flat sieve or strainer called sdcha, varying in size according to
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the size of the paper, but generally about eighteen inches
square. It is surrounded by a plain wooden frame into which
are lightly fastened a number of hair-like threads of bamboo
fibre laid close together. Holding the strainer in both hands the
worker lies by the side of the cistern, and, bending over, with both
hands dips the strainer about a foot under water, and, taking care to
keep it level, brings it slowly to the surface catching the floating films,
till, when it reaches the surface, it forms an even layer over the
whole strainer. He holds it to dry for a few seconds and then
upsets the layer of paper on the floor. This process is repeated
and the layers are heaped one on the other till the heap is about
nive inches thick. The heap is then pressed under a wooden plank
on which two men stand, and the water is squeezed out. Each
sheet of paper is separated, pasted to the wall, and after a short
time hung on ropes to dry. When thoroughly dried the sheets
are softened by rubbing both sides with rice paste. © When they
are dry they are piled in packages of twenty sheets each. Bach
package has one sheet soaked in water and this kept under pressure
for a day, moistens the whole package. Each sheet is then laid on
a smooth plank and rubbed with a soft stone till it shines. It
is then ready for use. The tools used in making paper are the
pounding machine or langar costing 8s. (Rs. 4), the sieve or frame
with wooden preps costing 8s. (Rs. 14), a wooden plank costing
4s. (Rs. 2), a water vessel costing £1 (Rs.10), and glossing stones
costing nothing. The demand for paper is steady. The men
work nine hours a day, five in the morning and four in the
afternoon. 'Their women and children help in pounding and
pasting. The Bégalkot paper is largely used for traders’ account
books and in making envelopes in Government offices. It is sold
to consumers at 1s. 6d. to 1s. 9d. (12-14 as.) the bundle of sixty
sheets. The craft has been almost destroyed by the competition
of European paper. The workers make little more than an
ordinary labourer’s wages, the average earnings being about £6 to £7
(Rs. 60-70) a year. During the 1876-77 famine the paper-makers
lived by working as day labourers on relief works. Most of their
paper is used in the town of Bégalkot. The estimated yearly
outturn of paper is about £60 (Rs. 600), of which about £12
(Rs. 120) go for expenses, and £48 (Rs. 480) remain as craftsmen’s
profit. As four men are required to work one paper machine,
more than half the profits go to outside labour.

In forty-one villages of Bijépur, thirty-eight of Sindgi, twelve of
Muddebihél and nine of Bagevddi, about 225 Londr families are
licensed by Government to make saltpetre. This craft hardly
requires any capital, the materials, salt earth and water, costing
almost nothing. Earthen enclosures, about twenty feet round and
two to three feet high, are built outside villages. At the bottom
of the enclosure s drain passes to four cement-lined pans about ten
feet by ten feet which are built closein a line about ten yards from -
the enclosure. For about fifteen days thirty baskets or 800 pounds
of salt earth are every day heaped in the earthen enclosure and
sixty gallons or twenty ghdgars of water are poured over it.
The salt-water which is allowed to filter slowly and constantly,
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soaks out of the enclosure through the drain into the first pan. It
stands for three days in the first pan, for four days in the second,
and for two days each in the third and fourth. Thus after eleven
days the salt-water in the fourth pan becomes kacka or impure
saltpetre, of which about a basketful or ten pounds, boiled in six
gallons of water, yield about six pounds of pure saltpetre. Saltpetre
it sold to licensed vendors at 14d. to 24d. the pound (Rs. 14-24 the
man of 24 pounds). A Lonér can in one day make about four pounds
of saltpetre worth 6d. to 104d. (4-7 as.). The tools used are shovels
costing 2s. 6d. (Rs. 1}), pickaxes costing 3s. (Rs. 13), and baskets
costing 1s. 6d. (12 as.) During the six fair months from December to
May the Lonsrs make saltpetre and during the remaining six months
they work either as field or as day-labourers. The Lonérs are a
poor class. They work nine hours a day, and keep the usual Hindu
holidays. The women help in fetching water and scraping the
rough saltpetre out of the pans. The Londrs are said to have
carried on the making of saltpetre for the last 300 years. The
craft is declining partly because the supply of salt-earth is less
than it used to be and partly because the demand has fallen. The
outturn of saltpetre during the six working months from December
to May is estimated at about 850 hundredweights (4000 mans),
worth about £800 (Rs. 8000). Of these about £600 (Rs. 6000) or
three-fourths of the whole remained as workmen’s profit.

Sandal grindstones or sahdns are made atthe villages of Balvalkop
and Narsépur in Béd4mi by about seven families of Bedars and
Dhangars. The stone is sand-stone quarried out of the Bad4dmi hills.
It is cut into pieces of the required size by two iron tools, one of which
called a bachi or adze costs 1s. 6d. (12 as.) and the other called an
wlli or chisel costs 9d. (6 as.). Each slab of stone restson three or
four stone feet two to three inches high. In the fair season, from
November to May, the quarrymen generally spend two or three
hours a day in making grindstones. In one day a workman can
make six small and three large grindstones or sahdns valued at
3s. (Rs.13). These stones are found in all Brdahman and other
high class Hindu houses. They cost 13d. to 2s. (Re. #5=1) each.
Besides to local consumers the stones are sold in the village of
Balvalkop to traders from Bel4ri, Belgaum, Dhérwir, and
Pandharpur. The grindstone makers also till land. During the 1876
famine the demand for sandal stones ceased, and the makers were
forced to take employment on the relief works. The yearly oufturn
is estimated at about 750 stones valued at £35 (Rs. 350).
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